Superheroes:
Stories, films, and our choices
* Joseph Campbell, The Hero with a Thousand Faces: on the hero’s quest, sketch below

* Richard Nisbett, The Geography of Thought claims differences between East & West

Ancient Greece: sense of individual identity, sense of personal agency, tradition of one-on-one debate

Combative, low context, goal/results oriented, little negotiation

World is made up of discrete parts, emphasis on personal control

Interest in personality traits behind behavior, cause-and-effect reasoning

Ancient China: sense of harmony within collectives, sense of collective agency, tradition of third-party mediation


High context, aware of contradictions, fluid negotiation, avoids either-or


World is complex and contradictory, emphasis on collective control



Interest in situational factors behind behavior, empathic reasoning

Nisbett claims that modernization is not westernization and the world will have a new convergence that blends values and social systems. Will we need new superheroes?

We will look at video interpretations of heroes to test Nisbett and Campbell’s ideas.

The hero with a single dimension

Achilles (Troy)

Cause of battle
Advice given?
Leonidas (Sparta/300)

Cause of battle: 

Who advises?

Is this hero more like Achilles or like the hero who follows a quest?

The original DIE HARD

is he or is he not like Achilles?

Multiple dimensions in The hero’s quest(Campbell)[image: image3.wmf]
1. Birth – there’s a mystery here, often about the father
 
2. Call to adventure—may not want to take the challenge  
3. Special helpers arrive: a wizard or dwarf, a secret protector, a famous weapon
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IronMan clip:


CALL


WEAPON 

ELIXIR?

Next stages
4. Marking the change from the ordinary to the quest: an ordeal of some kind

5. Tests and temptations

6. Loyal companion or special helper

LOTRings clip:  

CALL

TESTS

WEAPON or TALISMAN

COMPANION

When does the Companion give rise to the BUDDY MOVIE?  
Forbidden Kingdom – young hero on quest, two Buddy Companions?

ORDEAL? 
The ANTI-HERO
Batman clip 
CALL
ORDEAL 
TESTS
COMPANION 

Pirates clip 
CALL 

ORDEAL 
TESTS

COMPANION 






Modern-day heroes 
Apollo 13 clip 







Private Ryan clip 

CALL









CALL
ORDEAL









ORDEAL
TESTS









TESTS
COMPANIONS







COMPANIONS
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