Alzheimer Association Materials Grant

Materials Team (Lisa and Boyd) Meeting

19 October 2005


I. Evaluations, trial #1

· WSSU students and instructor gave overwhelmingly positive reviews, with suggestion that better sound clips be used. The trial set is adequately sensitive and appropriate for L1 university students in nursing, gerontology or social work. Evaluations sent to Louise
· CPCC ESL beginner and intermediate students in non-nursing classes did not get past page 3, the listening exercise. Student reviews of the communications difficulties section were largely positive but called for more pictures; instructor reviews were concerned about reading level and commented on difficulty in finding audio players in labs. All evaluations are being sent to Louise
· CPCC teachers included student work. Student work is being sent to Louise
II. Review of other materials and formats

· Dementia care puzzle and caregiver ruler

· CLIP palliative care 15-minute case-study/scenario-based online modules

· Power points and transparencies from multiple sources in nursing 

· Texts in Medical English for ESL/low literacy learners (Lisa); videos (Boyd)
· Local AlzAssn handouts and workshop outlines (from Beth Croom, 2004)

· CASAS scores from recruiting session at CPCC

III. Creation of self-assessment for screening and for post-analysis

· Developed self-assessment tool for use during the screening process (i.e., triangulated with an oral interview and test scores).  This tool is attached.

· The self-assessment tool can be part of the pre-course exit package as above
IV. Preliminary decisions based on trial #1

· Content of our materials will be keyed to communication in dementia, using topics from the AlzAssn workshop outline (changes in memory, comprehension, linguistic skills, social communication; dementia stages; nonverbals; poor tactics; Q-A interactions), plus 
· communication needs of persons with AD: social positioning; co-construction

· specific interventions for co-construction and social positioning

· techniques, vocabulary for communication with AD speakers around bathing

· around eating

· around personal care and hygiene
· around exercise or activity 
· around agitation

· These 11  topics align with the ones used by Mary Smith in the regular CNA-I course as uploaded to Moodle, and meet regional/national certification standards, which is necessary also for re-certification
· These topics align with the AlzAssn outline, and will enhance their materials; they will work into new workshops in later stages of the project, as well as web/CD/video formats
· ‘Reading-writing’ level of our materials, given the CASAS scores furnished by Gilda, will be directed to roughly  8th grade L1 or early intermediate ESL-adult levels

· Focus:  we will focus on creating interactive activities, scenarios, and case studies, on content specifically related to communication with aging persons and communication and dementia/AD, exclusively, drawing on corpus-based analysis of the Mosby text and the state/national certification requirements and tests for important language features. Our materials will incorporate and reinforce major oral and written language features being emphasized by teachers of language-forms (i.e. tense changes linked to directions or case studies; pronouns for space, place and person; phrasal verbs in following directions or completing forms) and will emphasize vocabulary reinforcement from both everyday and technical spheres; culturally-appropriate communicative behaviors, including information on local, regional, and national varieties likely to be encountered in the healthcare professions; and AD/dementia-specific behaviors keyed to activities of daily living and daily care.
· Focus: Gilda’s team, Rebeca and Beth Koo, will concentrate on adapting from instructional materials they already have for VESL, or on developing additional materials, for direct-instruction of language forms that address language needs of the prospective CNA students, as suggested by the scores from the screening for each cohort: i.e. plurals, tenses; verb placement in phrase; definite articles
· Request: At the next full-group meeting, Boyd and Dena can review this summary with the CPCC team so they can feel confident that the content-focused materials will align with the language-functions instruction. We can set up monthly meetings at that tine
V. Next materials meetings: Monday 24 October and Wed 2 November.

· New materials will preview Wed 2 November; revised for trialing on Wed 9 November
VI. Try to set up CPCC—UNCC group meeting for Wed 9 November
· Louise will arrange the meeting
