[bookmark: _GoBack]ThemainchallengeinbiologywastounderstandgenereplicationandthewayinwhichgenescontrolproteinsynthesisItwasobviousthattheseproblemscouldbelogicallyattackedonlywhenthestructureofthegenebecameknownThismeantsolvingthestructureofDNAThenthisobjectiveseemedoutofreachtotheinterestedgeneticistsButinourcolddarkCavendishlabwethoughtthejobcouldbedonequitepossiblywithinafewmonthsOuroptimismwaspartlybasedonLinusPaulingsfeatindeducingthealphahelixWealsoknewthatMauriceWilkinshadcrystallineXraydiffractionphotographsfromDNAandsoitmusthaveawelldefinedstructureTherewasthusananswerforsomebodytogetDuringthenexteighteenmonthsuntilthedoublehelicalstructurebecameelucidateswefrequentlydiscussedthenecessitythatthecorrectstructurehavethecapacityforselfreplicationAndinpessimisticmoodsweoftenfearedthatthecorrectstructuremightbedullThatisitwouldsuggestabsolutelynothingandexciteusnomorethansomethinginertlikecollagenThefindingofthedoublehelixthusbroughtusnotonlyjoybutgreatreliefItwasunbelievablyinterestingandimmediatelyallowedustomakeaseriousproposalforthemechanismofgeneduplication
