Case Study
CASE STUDY'S FICTIONAL NAME:  Faith

BACKGROUND INFORMATION:


1.  Was informed consent described to your subject as well as any other individual   interviewed? Yes, informed consent was given for all areas of this study. I also explained to my subject that she did not have to participate in or complete any activity of the case study if she did not want to.

2.  Which individuals provided information regarding the case study individual?  Faith’s teacher provided information for this study.

3.  Did all individuals involved in the case study understand the nature of the study, and the information provided? Yes. Individuals consented and understood all areas of this study.

4.  Did all individuals give oral consent? Yes, oral consent was given for all study areas.

 Faith lives with her father and two older brothers, Josh who is thirteen years old and Chase who is nineteen years old. Her mother and her other siblings live in California. Faith does not get to see them very often. Her family attends church every Sunday which Faith enjoys very much. In fact, Faith is very proud that her father is a Christian. Faith has made close friendships with the girls who sit beside her in class. She is very social with the rest of the class and gets along with everyone. Faith strives for academic excellence and she does her best with any task the teacher assigns. She performs numerous kind deeds for her fellow classmates and is very helpful to students who sit near her. She enjoys reading, drawing, and playing with her Barbies. Faith is very inquisitive about anything she does not understand or would like to know more about.

Physical Development 

Faith appears to be average in her physical development for a six year old. She is three feet ten inches tall. This indicates that she is in the 50th percentile for stature. She weighs forty-five pounds which places her in the 50th percentile for weight for her age. These percentages are calculated according to the Denver Norms Growth Charts. Faith’s physical development resembles that of the other female students in her class. I have observed Faith at length in the classroom. She has good fine motor skills as well as gross motor skills. She is right handed and she is a perfectionist when it comes to writing sentences and numbers. Often times I see her busily erasing her writing to correct any small errors she may have made. Faith draws well proportioned objects and includes certain details that are important to her. She does a very good job staying within the lines when coloring. I also observed her running, skipping, hopping, walking forward and backward, throwing and catching a tennis ball, and doing jumping jacks, all of which she does well. I noticed that she can hop and balance herself better on her right foot than her left. Faith has lost about five teeth, many of them from the front, which makes it hard for her to be understood when she pronounces certain words. Most of her baby teeth have fillings indicating tooth decay. Her front adult teeth are just beginning to come in.

Cognitive Development.  1
Faith is in the first grade and she is on grade level in all areas. Faith really enjoys math and she is proud of her math skills. She gets very excited and her face lights up when she talks about it. Faith enjoys leading and helping other students during small group activities.  Faith told me that she is a great reader. She is always excited about extra reading time or new books that they are required to take home and read. When I was observing her, Faith shared her enthusiasm about reading by reading her new library book to me. Faith is still at the preoperational stage of development. Students who are classified in this developmental stage are usually between two and six years old. Faith is not a logical thinker and she needs to use manipulative objects when learning new curriculum. She does not have the ability to identify or apply class inclusion and conservation of continuous or discontinuous quantity.

Exploring Cognitive Development 2

Faith is at the preoperational stage of cognitive development. I followed all of the directions when conducting the tasks to measure cognitive development. I set up the conservation of discontinuous quantity using sixteen pennies. I formed two rows of paired pennies. Faith understood that the rows were equal. However, when I spread out one row or condensed another she told me that the row that appeared longer had more pennies. During the second task we looked at conservation of continuous quantity. Once again Faith felt that the container with the highest water level had the most water. I asked her to pour one cup of water into eight small cups and she still felt that the bigger cup like the original had more water in it than the eight smaller cups.  During the class inclusion task I used fourteen beans: eight white beans and six brown beans. When I asked her if there were more white beans than there were beans, she replied, “Yes there are more white beans.” All of Faith’s responses are typical for a child in the preoperational stage of development. She is bound by perception and to her the way things look is the way things are. 

Exploring Elements of Language Development 
On the P/S Language Inventory, Faith scored 4 P’s and 26 S’s. This score seemed a little low for her age, in fact, it matches the score for four to five year olds. However, for a six year old she is on track and where she needs to be. One of the reasons for such a high syntagmatic score was Faith’s confusion as to why I asked her to say only one word instead of making a sentence with each word. It was very frustrating for her to do and she ended up using the words in sentences or phrases. However, she had a few paradigmatic responses. For example, when I said “table”, she replied “chairs”. When I said “in”, she replied “out”. Although her high syntagmatic score indicates that she could be physically aggressive, I do not think Faith is aggressive at all. Faith thought the figurative assessment was silly and she laughed at a lot of the phrases because she understood them literally. For example when I said “The girl is wearing a loud dress”, she responded, “The girl has a horn on her dress?”. Another example was when I said “She has eyes in the back of her head”, she responded, “No one has eyes in the back of their head!”. My favorite one was when I said, “Give you a piece of my mind”, she responded with much concern, “Oh Ms. Roberts you can’t do that, it would hurt you and you may die if you open your head and give me some of your brain.” She responded in the same way to the Idiom expressions. An example was when I said, “I got up on the wrong side of the bed”, and she said, “I got hurt because I was on the wrong side of the bed.” The only phrase she understood was “hold your horses”, but that phrase is commonly used and I was not surprised when she understood it.

Faith’s responses on the P/S Language Inventory were very common for children her age. Although her score seems a little low, it corresponds with her score for literal and figurative responses she gave for the idiom and figurative phrases. 
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Social and Emotional Development

Faith is at Erik Erikson’s stage of Industry vs. Inferiority. She is a very active student in the classroom. Like many other children in this stage, she strives to do her best and be the best at the majority of the tasks she performs in class. For example, I observed her completing a math worksheet and when she finished she raised her hand to let me know she was finished with the assignment. When I got to her seat she was very excited and said “Look Ms. Roberts I finished my math and it is all right because I am good at math, I like it a lot!” Another time I observed her reading and I noticed she was having a hard time sounding out a new vocabulary word. When I walked by her seat she asked me to help her sound out the word. When she did not get it right the first time she was upset. And then I reassured her that it was ok and she should just try again she replied, “I will just try harder because I am a good reader and I can read these words.” When I compliment Faith on her work or her behavior she is very grateful and proud. She likes working with her fellow classmates and she is always offering help to students who are struggling with their work. She has her own way of being loyal to her closer friends, usually the girls that sit beside her. For example, when she goes to get supplies to complete an assignment she gets enough for them to have their own or enough for all of them to share. The other students do not do this unless told by the teacher. 

Exploring Moral Development

Faith said that Holly should “not climb the tree because that is disobeying”. She would not have climbed the tree, but if she had, she would have told her father because “it is the best thing to do”. Faith did not feel that it was ok for the father to break his promise either. She said that promises are important because “when you say something you need to keep your promise and when you break a promise it is like lying”.

Faith is at stage one which is a preconventional stage of Kohlberg’s stages of moral development. She thinks that the most important value is obedience to authority and she wants to avoid punishment at all costs.

The Optimal Environment

The perfect environment for Faith would be a classroom in which she could continue to be a leader and an active participant. The ideal class for her would include more opportunities for her to work in groups with students, which she really loves. She could learn from her fellow classmates just as much as they could learn from her. A nice rug or a huge carpeted area would be great for the students to get comfortable and get out of their seats and away from their desks. Faith is an easy going student and she would not have any problems getting along with other students. Faith has closer friendships with other female students in the classroom, which is common among children her age. She is a preoperational learner; therefore, it would be best for the teacher to start a new lesson using concrete manipulatives. Later on the lesson could be adjusted to symbolic after Faith has built a strong schema using concrete objects. She should be given genuine compliments on her work and behavior. These compliments will reinforce her judgment of what she can do well which will help her in her stage of Industry vs. Inferiority. Faith always proudly accepted the compliments I gave her. However, she would hang her head and became very ashamed anytime she was called down or punished in class. A reward program should be used so that the students as well as Faith could see their progress. They could also see what their next goal will be. To enhance her language development Faith should be challenged with new vocabulary words. She should be given the opportunity to apply and use the vocabulary she learns. Over time her language development would improve thus expanding her ability to express herself more fluently. At home Faith is surrounded by her father and brothers; consequently she does not get motherly nurturing and influence. Her teacher would be a wonderful female role model that Faith can identify with and look up to for guidance, encouragement, and support. 

Summary
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