HERBERT MASON’S verse translation

GILGAMESH was king of Uruk,

A city set between the Tigris

    and Euphrates rivers

in ancient Babylon.

Enkidu was born of the Steppe

Where he grew up among the animals

Gilgamesh was called a god and man;

Enkidu was an animal and man.

It is the story

Of their becoming human together

DAVID FERRY’s verse translation

     Tablet One

                   The Story

of him who knew the most of all men know;

who made the journey; heartbroken; reconciled;
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who knew the way things were before the Flood,
the secret things, the mystery; who went

to the end of the earth, and over; who returned,

and wrote the story on a tablet of stone.

He built Uruk. He built the keeping place of Anu and Ishtar. The outer wall

shines in the sun like brightest copper; the inner wall is beyond the imagining of kings.
Study the brickwork, study the fortification;


                                        climb the great ancient staircase to the terrace;
study how it is made; from the terrace see

the planted and fallow fields, the ponds and orchards.

This is Uruk, the city of Gilgamesh

the Wild Ox, son of Lugalbanda, son

of the Lady Wildcow Ninsan. . . .

open the copper chest with the iron locks;

the tablet of lapis lazuli tells the story.

Encyclopedia of the Orient http://i-cias.com/e.o/mesopotamia.htm

10th millennium BCE: Agriculture starts,north Mesopotamia
7th millennium: Tiny settlements start to grow into villages.
4th millennium: Irrigation agriculture of southern Mesopotamia is starting to be developed; some of the villages start to grow into cities: Eridu and Uruk were among the first.
Around 3500: City-states in southern Mesopotamia develop, and form the culture called Sumer.
Around 3100: cuneiform writing system starts to be used.
Around 2330: Mesopotamia is conquered by the Akkadians.
Approx. 2218: The tribesmen Gutians defeat the Akkadians.
22nd century: The 3rd dynasty of Ur gets control over large parts of Mesopotamia, and the region is revived.
Around 1760: Most of Mesopotamia comes under the control of Hammurabi and Babylonia.
Around 1600: Babylon is first sacked by the Hittites, then by the Kassites, who take control over the city.
Around 1350: The Assyrians become an important power. 
11th century: Decline in strength and importance of Babylonia. Political chaos would last for about 200 years.
9th century: The Chaldeans get control over Babylonia, and makes it one of the strongest states in Mesopotamia.
612: Assyria collapses.
539: Babylon is conquered by the Persians
Approx. 250: Mesopotamia is conquered by the Parthians.
226 CE: Mesopotamia is conquered by the Sassanids. Under their rule, prosperity continued and irrigation was improved.
635: Mesopotamia is conquered by the Muslim Arabs.
763: Baghdad is started to be built, part of moving the centre of the Muslim world from Damascus to Mesopotamian region. 
